Republic of Yemen

Statement Issued by the National Organization to Defend Communications
and Postal Services and all the Civil Society Organizations

The concerns of the civil society federations, unions, associations and organizations, as well as those of the humanitar-
ian and service fields workers and activists inside Yemen is increased due to the collapse, deterioration, and disconnec-
tion of telecommunications and internet services, due to the criminal acts of the Saudi-led coalition that systematically
targeted and destroyed the service infrastructure of the civil communication network and facilities, preventing Yemen
from its right to use Yemeni telecoms—owned marine internet cables. Such criminal acts are aimed to cause the greatest
harm to civilians and deprive the Yemeni people of telecommunications and internet services, in addition to the contin-
ued unjust ban on civil-related communications preparations, equipment and systems, which is aggressively imposed
in a way that reflects the serious violations of the coalition to international law and human rights charters, as well as its
impunity due to an international silence that legitimizes all of these violations.

The arbitrary measures taken by the Saudi-led coalition targeting telecommunications and internet services and driving
them to a total collapse are major threats to the lives of civilians causing the suspension and disruption of many
medical and educational service, hindering the delivery of humanitarian aid to those in need, and disconnecting the
daily operations and activities of the various telecom and internet based services, which is their remaining life artery.
The right to those service is a human right. It is of the basic life services guaranteed by human rights covenants and
international laws. Such violations deepen the suffering of civilians and increase the hardships of their lives due to the
disruption of communications and internet services. Several basic services have disappeared driving the civilians'
lives into the unknown, and isolating them from the whole world.

The humanitarian and civil conditions in Yemen, the several serious risks to civilian lives, along with the decline, dete-
rioration and interruption of communication and internet services and the unjust aggressive blocking of other options
available to the Yemeni civilians, pushed the civil society associations, unions, federations and community organiza-
tions to rally in the capital Sana'a and the various governorates of the Republic in response to a call launched by the
National Organization to Defend Communications and Postal Services. Hundreds of civil society organizations are par-
ticipating in those civil protests to express the legitimate the human rights of the Yemeni people, and their demand for
those rights of living and rights to access communications and internet services: They denounce the aggressive acts
of the coalition including the systematic bombing and destruction of the national communications network infrastruc-
ture. This is a popular expression of solidarity with the Public Telecommunication Corporation and the operating com-
panies that provide services to all the Yemeni people from Sa'ada in the north to Socotra in the south and from Al Mahra
in the east to Kamran Island in the west. PTC and the operating companies have been providing their services for five
years with professionalism and social responsibility.

Accordingly, we, from inside Yemen, as unions, federations, associations and civil society organizations, call on the
United Nations, the International Telecommunication Union, the International Human Rights organizations and Authori-
ties to resume their urgent humanitarian responsibilities, and compel the Saudi-led coalition to quickly lift the unjusti-
fied ban on telecommunications equipment and systems, and allow the telecommunications corporation and TelYemen
to install the marine sub-cable SMWS5 and the landing station in Hodeida. We also demand to lift the ban on the use and
operation of the AAE-1 marine cable and the landing station in Aden. Those are urgent human rights and they are of the
UN priorities to stop the coalition's grit to punish the whole Yemeni nation by preventing them of the telecom and
internet services in a blatant challenge to all human values and principles. This requires the civil society organizations,
the United Nations, and international community organizations to take serious efforts to end the various crises and put
an end to all violations and crimes that the Yemeni people are paying for.

Issued by/The National Organization to Defend Communications and Postal Services,
and all the Civil Society Federations, Unions, Associations and Organizations
Amran, February 17,2020
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National Organization for the Defense of Telecommunications and Post Services






